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INTRODUCTION

The appearance of this Volume of the Yearbook coincides with ICCA’s Interim
Meeting in Tokyo, 31 May — 3 June 1988. At this meeting, two interesting main
subjects will be discussed: (1) Arbitration in Settlement of International
Commercial Disputes involving the Far East, and (2) Arbitration in Combined
Transportation (for Program, see this Volume, pp. xxi - xxv). The reports of this
meeting will be published in ICCA’s Congtess Seties, no. 4 (to appear at the end of
1988).

Most readers will have become familiar with the Yearbook’s
companion publication, ICCA’s International Handbook on Commercial
Arbitration. This publication, under the editorship of Prof. Pieter Sanders,
contains National Reports in the same format as those appearing in Volumes I
(1976) - XII (1987) of the Yearbook. Because of its loose-leaf format, the
International Handbook is continuously kept up to date. The International
Handbook also reproduces, as annex to each National Report, the relevant
statutory texts on arbitration. These texts are translated into English if they are in
another language.

Asall National Reports can conveniently be found in the International
Handbook and in order to avoid an overlapping with the Yearbook, new National
Reports will in principle no longer appear in Part I — A of the Yearbook.

The most significant changes in the law and practice in the various
countries are to be reported in Part IV of the Yearbook, entitled ‘‘Recent
Developments in Arbitration Law and Practice’’. In the present Volume, such
changes are briefed, or reproduced, in this Part with respect to Australia, Canada,
Greece, Italy and Switzerland.

Part V is traditionally devoted to the New York Convention of 1958,
containing excerpts of court decisions in which the Convention is interpreted and
applied in various Contracting States as well as a Commentaty on these decisions.
As of the present Volume, Part V is expanded to include court decisions on the
European (Geneva) Convention of 1961 (Part V — B) and the Washington (I1CSID)
Convention of 1965 (Part V- C). This expansion is necessary since both
Conventions are increasingly relied upon in court decisions.

The Commentary on court decisions involving the New York
Convention does not appear in Part V — A of this Volume for technical reasons. The
next Volume of the Yearbook will contain a Consolidated Commentary on the
decisions reported in Volumes XIII (1988) and XIV (1989).

Yearbook Comm. Arb’n XIII (1988) v



This Volume again contains a broad selection of arbitral awards (Part
I - A), court decisions on arbitration in several countries (Part II — B), arbitration
rules (Part III - A), and materials on the Iran-US Claims Tribunal (Part III - B).
Part VI concerning Articles on Arbitration unfortunately will not be used due to a
lack of space. Part VII reports on new publications in the field of arbitration.

It is useful to draw the attention to Yearbook Key 1987, which
accompanied Volume XII (1987) of the Yearbook. This 189 page booklet, which is
intended to make the Yearbook more accessible, covers Volumes I through XII by
providing:

- aconsolidated table of contents;

- acumulative subject index of arbitral awards;

- cumulative indexes of Commentaries and decisions per section on the New York
Convention; and

- a documented list of decisions on the New York Convention.

A cumulative Yearbook Key will be prepared for publication in
conjunction with one of the forthcoming Volumes of the Yearbook. In the interim,
arbitral awards and court decisions on the New York Convention reported in this
and future Volumes will be indexed separately in each Volume. Current research in
the Yearbook can, therefore, be carried out in a systematic manner by first
consulting Yearbook Key 1987 and by subsequently consulting the Volumes
appearing thereafter.

I most sincerely thank the following persons for their support and
assistance in preparing this Volume of the Yearbook:

- the staff of the Department of International Commercial Arbitration of the
TMC Asser Institute, and in particular Ms Judy Freedberg, whose coordinating
and editorial work was again invaluable;

- Ms Pauline IJdo, whose assistance was made available~by my law firm, for
preparing the index of arbitral awards;

- MsPascale van den Berg-de Wouters d’Oplinter who again generously made her
free time available for translating a number of court decisions from French into
English;

- Dott. Silvia van den Muijsenbergh-Borelli who also again generously made her

free time available for preparing a number of excetpts of court decisions;
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Ms Ellen Meijkamp, my sectetary, who again efficiently ensured the word-
processing of the major part of the voluminous manuscript.

The editorial team of the Yearbook was advised by the Editorial Board
of ICCA, which is, as of May 1987, composed of : Prof. Pieter Sanders, chairman
(Netherlands); Prof. Giorgio Bernini, in his capacity of President of ICCA (Italy);
Mr. Robert Coulson (USA); Dr. Ahmed Al-Kosheri (Egypt); Dr. Mauro Ferrante
(Italy); Mr. Michel Gaudet (France); Prof. Pietre Lalive (Switzerland); Prof. Zhivko
Stalev (Bulgaria); Prof. Dr. Ivan Szdsz (Hungary); and the undersigned, in his
capacity of General Editor. The Editorial Board, whose advice is gratefully
acknowledged, ensures a broad spectrum of reporting on international commercial
arbitration.

Yet, above all, the Yearbook cannot function without its readers in
more than 100 countties around the world. The Yearbook relies on their invaluable
reporting of new developments in the field of arbitration by sending texts
concerning recent changes in arbitration laws, arbitral awards (the confidentiality
of which is ensured) and court decisions of general interest and, in particular, on
the New York, European and Washington Conventions. Their names are
acknowledged in the appropriate Parts of this Volume.

Rotterdam, Albert Jan van den Berg,
December 1987 General Editor

Material for the Yearbook is to be addressed to :

and/or
Dr. Albert Jan van den Berg TMC Asser Institute
¢/o Van Doorne & Sjollema Department of International
Advocaten Commercial Arbitration
PO Box 22105 PO Box 30461
3003 DC Rotterdam 2500 GL The Hague
The Netherlands The Netherlands
Telex : 24377 vdst nl Telex : 32473 asser nl
Telephone : (10) 400 82 22 Telephone : (70) 63 09 00 *
Telecopy : (10) 400 83 33 Telecopy : (70) 63 81 71 **

* As of latter part of 1988: (70) 363 09 00.
** As of latter part of 1988: (70) 363 81 71.
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